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such as cotton and woollen, forbade the employment of
children under 9; limited the hours of those under 13 to
48 hours per week, and not more than 9 hours on any one
day; and of those under 18 to 13-]- hours. Four inspectors
were appointed to see that these laws were kept. The argu-
jnents put forward by the owners proved fallacious. Fac-
tories did not close; on the contrary, trade flourished and
expanded. Long hours and inefficient labour proved less
profitable than the shorter times worked by adult labour,
and the removal of the cheap child-labour, while raising the
wages of adults, also raised the purchasing power of the
working-classes.
The children thus set free from mine and factory, were
Education now to be given the first step in education. Two private
societiesl had already set up schools in many districts. In
1833 the State gave ^20,000 a year to these societies, and
all children employed " part time " in cotton mills were to
go to school for at least two hours a day. This was the
beginning of the State education of its citizens.
Next to be dealt with came the Poor Laws.   The terrible
poverty of the early years of the century had led magistrates
all over the country to follow the example of Speenhamland
(see p. 751). " Out-relief ", which meant payment of mbney
to families in their homes, was granted so lavishly that the
burden on the rates had become intolerable.  Many farmers,
ruined by the high rates, gave up their farms;  agricultural
wages, being supplemented from the rates, fell in some
counties as low as 6$. a week, and " relief" became an
expected part of the family income.   It was clear that this
system could not be continued.   A commission of inquiry
had been set up in 1832, the secretary and moving spirit
Poor Law being Edward Chadwick> and as a result a Poor Law Amend-
mment went Act was passed in 1834. This Act altered the system of
<i834) poor rehef, which had lasted since the days of Queen Eliza-
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